
Water Intrusion Guide
What are the most likely culprits to check if a roof leak is suspected and what steps should you take 

next? This guide can help you investigate and fix what might lead to an expensive problem.
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Few things can cause a homeowner as much anxiety as 
discovering the dreaded water stain in the ceiling and realizing 
the roof may be leaking. One of the primary reasons for 
concern is that few owners know much about their home’s roof 
— if there’s a leak, who knows where it could be coming from? 
Fortunately, many common sources of water intrusion can be 
cured by a bit of caulk, a little bit of flashing or installing a few 
missing shingles.

However, attending to the leak as soon as it’s discovered is 
important, or else concern may be well-founded. Water intrusion 
left unrepaired can lead to costly interior damage and may 
eventually even require structural repairs and mold remediation. 
If you suspect water may be leaking into your home from the 
roof, there are a few methods for tackling the problem.

Roof Leaks and Ways to Find Them
When was the last time you went up on your roof? If never 
is your answer, or you were up there once many years ago, 
calling a contractor could be the smartest method for locating 
a roof leak. Walking on a roof can be very dangerous and 
is only for experienced DIYers. If you happen to fall, water 
intrusion may quickly become the least of your problems.

However, if you feel confident in your abilities and have a one-
story roof that has a manageable slope, here are a few ways to 
discover where the water is entering your home:

•	 Sheathing: If you can see the underside of your roof 
sheathing from inside your home, it may be possible to 
see stain marks where the moisture is getting past the 
underlayment. While this might not be the exact location 
of the leak, it should be fairly close.

•	 Flashing: One of the biggest culprits for roof leaks is 
flashing that has failed. While on the roof, check plumbing 
and mechanical vents, step-flashing, chimneys, and roof 
vents for caulking or rubber that has cracked or is missing. 
Even a small gap can invite water intrusion during a heavy 
or wind-driven rain.

•	 Shingles: Roof leaks that begin after a strong wind storm 
may be due to cracked or missing shingles. Keep in mind 
that the water intrusion may not start until after a few rains.

•	 Ice damming: If a roof that hasn’t leaked in the past 
suddenly starts leaking during the winter, there’s a very 
good chance the problem could be ice damming. This 
situation arises when freezing and thawing blocks your 
gutters and the melting snow on your roof has no place 
to go. Leaks from ice damming normally occur at the 
eaves and in your roof’s valleys. The best remedy for this 
problem is to install ice dam membrane when your roof is 
clear of snow.

•	 Valleys: The valleys on your roof are one of the most 
complicated areas for installing roofing materials and 
that makes them a prime candidate for water intrusion 
problems. Whether you have asphalt shingles, metal, tile 
or wood shakes, always have the valleys inspected in the 
event of a roof leak.

Sometimes the missing shingles or cracked caulking at the 
flashing that’s causing your water intrusion will be easily 
evident. Unfortunately, that rarely happens as you may see 
several suspect areas or perhaps none at all. When that is the 
case, a good method for finding your roof leak is using a water 
hose.

Start in the general area of the roof where evidence of the leak 
exists in the interior of your home and slowly work your way up 
to the ridge while an assistant keeps watch inside. Thoroughly 
drench each section before moving up the roof as it can take a 
while for the water to work its way past the underlayment and 
sheathing. When your helper yells, you’ll know the leak has 
been found. Of course, the best and safest method for locating 
a roof leak is to call a local roofing contractor.

RoofingKey.com — What to Do about a Roof Leak 
• http://www.roofingkey.com		•	http://www.roofingkey.com/roofing-maintenance/what-to-do-about-a-roof-leak.html

Water Intrusion 
Guide


